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For the major event:

• the community risk threshold is reached at a 5-year average 
return period due to impacts to homes, properties and 
disruption to residents, impacts to road access and potentially 
impacts to rural land

• the identified 5-year threshold has not yet been reached
• due to projected sea level rise, this threshold is expected to be 

reached in the long term (50-70 years).

For the moderate event:

• no community risk threshold has been identified – this could 
be because the impacts are relatively low, therefore people are 
prepared to tolerate them.

A community risk threshold is the point at which the 
community can no longer tolerate the impacts of a natural 
hazard event. Adaptation actions or pathways should be 
implemented prior to a community risk threshold being reached.

Questions or comments?
If you have any questions or comments about the community 
risk threshold results, you can email Sophie Marsh from Waikato 
Regional Council at regional.hazards@waikatoregion.govt.nz. 

You can also talk to your Community Panel – a list of panel 
members is on the Wharekawa Coast 2120 project website.

Are you a rural landowner in this area?
We would love to hear from you as we received just two 
assessments for impacts to rural land in the Pukekereru 
sub-compartment. We’d like more information to ensure the 
overall threshold results accurately reflect the community’s 
tolerance to risk.

Context
In June-July this year, the community was asked to participate in 
an exercise to assess their thresholds for coastal inundation in the 
Wharekawa Coast 2120 project area.

Community members were asked to individually assess community 
risk thresholds for the area, or sub-compartment that they live within.

They were asked to assess thresholds for: 

1. Homes and properties, and disruption to residents
2. Rural land
3. Roading and bridges (road access)
4. Services
5. Recreation and tourism
6. Overall impacts

Here are the results, as promised, for coastal inundation at Pukekeruru (sub-compartment 4a)

Key comments from community
• Coastal erosion is an issue/is becoming an issue.

• It is up to individual owners if they want to stay in the area – as long
as they understand the risks. Some properties are at greater risk 
than others.

• Improve the resilience of the road by raising it or creating an 
alternative route. Access is important for emergency services, and
travel from/to Auckland.

• Clear and maintain the streams as stream erosion and blockages
are causing issues. Planting and retiring marginal farmland will 
help with stability.
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Median results for each impact category
Homes, 
properties & 
disruption to 
residents

Rural land Road access Services Recreation & 
tourism

Overall impacts Estimated 
time till overall 
impacts 
threshold 
reached

Major event 
threshold ARP 
(average return 
period)

5 years 5 years 5 years Not assessed due 
to non presence 
or non exposure 
to flooding

No threshold as 
impacts can be 
tolerated very 
frequently

5 years Long (50-70 
years)

Moderate event 
threshold ARP

Not assessed due 
to non presence 
or non exposure 
to flooding

No threshold as impacts can be 
tolerated very frequently

Not assessed due 
to non presence 
or non exposure 
to flooding

No threshold as impacts can be 
tolerated very frequently

Threshold not 
reached

For the major event: 

• only two threshold assessments were received for rural land 
(10 years and 50 years)

• feedback from the community panel suggests impacts could 
likely be tolerated more often (at least a 5-year ARP) because 
most of the rural land is above the inundated area, productive 
farmland is not heavily stocked (dry stock rather than dairy) 
and stock can be moved to higher ground, therefore the 
overall impacts threshold should greatly reflect the thresholds 
for homes, properties and disruption to residents and road 
access (5-year ARP).

For the moderate event:

• no assessments were received for rural land
• feedback from the community panel suggests this may be 

because the impacts are low so there is no threshold.
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